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Global Seaweed Boom
Seaweed farming is a $6.4 billion dollar business led by China, South Korea, 
Indonesia, the Philippines, and Tanzania. 







Seaweed Farming: Women’s Work
Is it a triple win? For Women, for 
Climate Change, and for Development?



Despite the Possibility of a Triple 
Win, Seaweed Farming is 
Seemingly Doomed in Mafia 
Island, Tanzania

• 700 shillings ($0.32 USD) per kg of dried 
seaweed paid to women in Mafia Island 
IF they can sell it.

• Processed carrageenan prices sold for 
the global market are estimated from 
$50 to $100 USD per kg.



Kappaphycus alvarezi



Eucheuma denticulatum



Need to Challenge Gender-Blind Climate Change 
Policies

• Gender is a critical variable that interacts with class, caste, race, culture, 
and ethnicity in shaping resource access and control, processes and 
knowledges of ecological change, the struggle of men and women to 
sustain ecologically viable livelihoods, and the prospects of “sustainable 
development”.
• Despite this, climate change policies are overwhelmingly gender-blind. 



Unpacking Gender 
Representation in 
Climate Change Policy

“Women in the UN Climate 
Negotiations: Are we tipping the 
balance? “

If you don’t have a seat at the table, 
you are probably on the menu! 





Women’s Political Representation at the Local Level 
on Mafia Island? 





Building a Blue Seaweed Economy in Tanzania:  
• Gendered Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) in Climate Adaptation Policy.
• Challenge and Change ill-conceived climate change narratives.
• Provide a seat at the climate change policy negotiation table for local women 

at the front-lines experiencing these changes and their gendered TEK about 
them.
• Gender-Balance in Local-Level Political Representation: Climate Adaptation 

Funds to educate and empower women to run for elected leadership positions 
at the local level.
• Building a Blue Seaweed Economy: Seaweed processing facilities, swimming 

lessons for women, support for enhanced development of women’s seaweed 
cooperatives, research on new seaweed farming methods together with 
women in coastal Tanzania and much more!



Thank you, Ahsante sana!
The Villagers in Mafia Island, Colleagues and Funding from our Norwegian Programme for Capacity 

Development in Higher Education and Research for Development (NORHED/NORAD) Grant, 

Betsy Beymer-Farris, PhD
Director of the Environmental and Sustainability Studies Program 

University of Kentucky, USA bbeymer-farris@uky.edu

mailto:bbeymer-farris@uky.edu

