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Introduction

SAIIA (www.saiia.org.za), a leading African 
think tank engaged in supporting evidence-
based policymaking in the region.

Presentation based on a report and guidance 
document, published by the Western Indian 
Ocean Marine Science Association through the 
MeerWissen programme.

Survey and current literature 

A focus on the how, rather than the why of 
science-policy uptake
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http://www.saiia.org.za/
https://blog.wiomsa.net/2020/06/09/wiomsa-publishes-two-reports-on-science-to-policy-uptake/
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“The good news is that evidence can matter. 
The bad news is that it often does not.”
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Science-to-policy, a recap

A recap of the policy cycle (linear, iterative, 
systematic)

Strategies/plans for policy uptake tend to be 
linear and time-bound, with clear causal links
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Science-to-policy, a recap

The reality is that policy processes are 
complex, multifactorial and nonlinear – and 
the same often goes for efforts to support 
policy uptake

Can we accept that evidence isn’t the only 
factor shaping policy, without giving way to 
cynicism? 
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The ‘not so good’ news

It’s hard, complex and demanding, with 
uncertain results…but that doesn’t let you off 
the hook 

Some lessons you keep learning

Sometimes, you will be ignored, or your 
results dismissed. It hurts, get used to it, 
learn from it, don’t stop engaging
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The good news

Lessons emerging from practical experiences 

Increasing buy-in from research managers, 
funders and other stakeholders

Insights from other fields: climate, health, 
education

Research and guidance on science to policy
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SCIENCE TO POLICY – KEY THEMES
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Discussion

• To what extent can policy uptake be planned? Is it art, 
is it science?

• Do you believe that the research community has largely 
bought into the idea that they themselves have a key 
role to play in promoting science to policy uptake? Is 
policy uptake externally motivated (university 
administrators, funders, etc) or internally motivated?

• What are some of the barriers that researchers 
continue to face (and any experiences of how these can 
be overcome)?

• Are reporting requirements adequate in accounting for 
the inherent messiness of science to policy uptake, 
while still maintaining accountability?

• Can you summarise in one sentence the belief or rule 
of thumb that guides you in your science-policy uptake 
efforts?
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